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In the year 2000 there were an estimated 67,800 maternal deaths due to unsafe abortions. In 2005 there
were a reported 14,602 deaths by terrorist attacks. Yet while terrorism dominates the media, and billions
are spent on its prevention, unsafe abortion remains a silent killer.

In Abortion – A Worldwide Perspective, the authors consider the evidence of 82 countries covering over 90 per cent
of the women in the world. They show that unsafe abortion is largely a problem of poverty. Women in rich countries
can generally have safe abortions locally and others can travel to countries where abortion is safe. In contrast poor
people have to face the often tragic consequences of abortions occurring outside safe legal health services. The
authors analyse the evidence and, through many case studies and examples, present the case for long-overdue
changes in policy and education worldwide.
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